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Derby Diocesan Synod :  Presidential Address March 2019 

My favourite greetings card is by the artist / cartoonist Betsy. 

The cartoon depicts Moses lifting his arms; the Red Sea parting;; the people of 
Israel standing there open mouthed as the escape route from slavery in Egypt 
opens up before them:- 

And Moses cries:-  “What do you mean, it’s a bit muddy?” 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

I love that card because there is something inherently human about it. 
Something about us human beings which gets obsessed by details and misses 
the big picture.  

We fail to see the gateway to the Promised Land because we’re too 
busy obsessing over the specks of mud on our sandals. 

At the first meeting of this newly elected Diocesan Synod last October, we 
talked about wanting to reflect on where we are now so that we could begin 
to imagine where we’d like to be in ten years’ time and what steps might be 
involved in getting there.  

Many of us hoped that the Vacancy-in-See would be at least 12 months long so 
that we would have the chance to really review where we are now and to have 
a clear vision of where we’d like be over the next 5-10 years; and then we’d 
have a clear vision of the sort of bishop we need to lead us. 

But the Archbishops’ diaries dictated otherwise and Bishop Libby will join us at 
the end of May - which means there is still a little while to go, but there is no 
point us working on a strategy which Bishop Libby might not be on board with. 

So we’re left in strange ‘in between times’ and I fully understand the frustration 
being experienced, not least by the Area Deans, who have been working on 
their mission strategies for their deaneries and who now are being asked to 
press the pause button until Bishop Libby arrives.  
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But we are where we are and I find it’s usually best not to obsess about the 
mud on our sandals but to lift up our eyes and to look at the bigger picture. 

So I’m grateful to the Area Deans for helping us this morning to get a big 
picture of our Diocese - of where we are at the moment and the beginning of 
our thinking of where we’d like to be - so that when Bishop Libby arrives and 
we as a Diocesan Synod begin to work with her on a vision for the future of 
the Church of England in Derbyshire, we have a really clear picture of the 
issues which face us not just in out own parish, not even in our own deanery 
but across the whole Diocese. 

So come with me if you will, as with the Area Deans we take a helicopter 
journey over Derbyshire from the far north of the Peak deanery to the far 
south of the Mercia Deanery as we get a snapshot of each deanery and of the 
challenges which face us and the hopes for the future. 

Hopefully time for questions before we break for coffee:- 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Conclusion: 

 

As we’ve seen we live in a wonderfully diverse diocese - certainly the most 
diverse diocese I’ve ever served.  

The challenges are diverse too - but important not to lose heart. 

 

What we face is not different from the challenges faced by the Church across 
the country - and indeed by the BBC, by pubs, by shops on the high street. 

 

So as we prepare to welcome Bishop Libby, lets be praying that as well as 
dealing with the detail, we’ll be lifting up our eyes to the good things God is 
doing;  

 

That instead of a despondent, “Ooh, it’s a bit muddy” 

We’re shouting, “Alleluia, we’re on our way to the Promised Land” 


