
  Deanery News 

Dear all 
 
As we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and the new life that he brings all of us, I'm pleased to hear and read about 
the ways that God is at work in our Deanery. There are some exciting projects happening and also some good 
opportunities for further training and support. Do please have a look at all the different things that are going on. 
 
I'm pleased to say that the diocese is preparing for the launch of a new magazine, Together. This is going to be 
published quarterly (and paid for by advertising), with the first edition coming out in May. It will be sharing the good 
work, news and events that are happening across the diocese. As you may have seen, Bishop Jan has written that  
 
"our hope is that it will enable us all to learn more about each other, to share stories of things that have gone well, and 

to ponder together issues which affect us as we live as disciples of Jesus in Derbyshire and east Staffordshire."  
 
This sounds like a good development and we will look at how we can make sure that this Deanery Newsletter and the 
Together magazine complement one another, rather than compete. In the meantime, do please keep sending us your 
photos, news and upcoming events. 
 
Bishop Alastair's farewell service is at the cathedral on Saturday 14th July at 3:30pm. Everyone is very welcome.  
 
The preparations for a new Bishop are also underway, with informal meetings taking place across the diocese, 
including at the cathedral on 23rd April, at 7pm (for 7:30) until 9pm.This will be a chance for you to share your hopes 
and concerns with the Vacancy in See Committee, which is being chaired by Archdeacon Christopher.  
 
The formal public consultation with the Archbishops' appointment secretary will take place (again at 7 for 7:30 until 9) 
on 15th May at St Thomas', Brampton (S40 3AW). You can also email comments 
to: vacancyinsee@derby.anglican.org 
 
Do please keep Bishop Alastair and the Committee in your prayers. 
 

 
Almighty God, 

the giver of all good gifts, 
guide with your heavenly wisdom those who are to choose a faithful pastor for this diocese: 

that we may receive one who will speak your word and serve your people according to your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Amen. 
 

 

Rev Graham Rutter 
Area Dean of Mercia Deanery 

April 2018 
Your Bi-monthly Newsletter 
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An introduction to St Wilfrid’s, Barrow upon Trent 

Who are we and what do we do? 

St Wilfrid’s is the parish church of Barrow upon Trent. Our worship services vary 
on each Sunday of the month, ranging from a quiet (said) Holy Communion at 
the beginning of the month and ranging through family friendly services and 
another Communion Service later in the month. These have been devised by the 
local PCC members and seem to cater for all types of congregation preference. 
The fourth Sunday of each month is a family service led by a team from the 

community. 

We have a stable congregation mainly coming from the village, but with a few 

friends from other villages and Derby. We have 21 on our Electoral roll. 

Our village primary school, Sale and Davys, has 110 pupils who regularly use the church for 
their services and other activities (such as Easter egg hunts or exhibitions) and we keep close 
ties with the school, involving them in many of the village and church activities that go on each 

year. 

Social Activities 
In addition to our normal Sunday services, some of 
which are accompanied by refreshments, we have a 
thriving Youth Group with youngsters from the parish 
meeting up every Wednesday in the church for a 
couple of hours of fun and activities (plus a lot of 
noise!). The Youth Group members lead our 

Christmas services each year. We also have very close ties with the local pub, 
the Brookfield. We use the Brookfield for many of our fund-raising activities, and 
they are also happy to provide refreshments for church activities. 
 

What are our Challenges? 
As an Anglo-Saxon based church in a small village, we are constantly being challenged to find the funds to keep our 
church open and well-maintained. As the congregation ages, we need to attract new members to our church community 

and ensure that the building can offer a warm and welcoming presence for everyone. 

The Knights Hospitallers were given the church in 1165 and left in 1540. Our church is one of only two in the country that 
are known to exist in their original state as left by the Knights. We need to make the church more available for use by the 
whole community for both social and fund-raising events. In this way we can generate income that will ensure that the 
church building can be available to everyone, not just the worshipping congregation, and can generate the funds to keep 

the building open and well-maintained. 

What are we celebrating? 
We have been awarded a Heritage Lottery Grant that will 
enable us to transform the interior of the church by 
providing a new floor, toilet, kitchen, lighting and heating. 
In addition we shall install drains to keep the fabric of the 
church safe from water ingress, install Wi-Fi, broadband 
and multimedia systems, and will research and celebrate 

the long and exciting heritage of the church. 

The HLF funding will require extensive match funding, 
and we are busy working on this with events and grant 
applications. The transformation will provide much better 
access to the building for everyone, enable the use of 
the building by everyone, and ensure that we can 

celebrate its use and history with everyone. 



 

 

The Diocese of Derby has joined a national planned giving scheme which aims to reduce the workload for parishes whilst 
increasing giving potential.  

Parish Giving Scheme Key Benefits 

The Parish Giving Scheme is a modern and efficient way of managing planned giving to your church. Tried and tested, this 

scheme will: 

• Improve cash flow through the efficient reclaiming of Gift Aid 

• Overcome static giving with the option of donations automatically uplifted by inflation each year 

• Offer an opportunity for parishes to re-engage people in thinking about their own level of financial generosity 

• Reduce the time your Treasurer and Gift Aid Secretaries need to spend on administration 

How does the Parish Giving Scheme work? 

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) enables a planned giver to donate to 
any parish registered with the scheme. Donations can be made on a 
monthly, quarterly or annual basis. They are collected by Direct Debit 
on the first day of the month. The donations are then passed on to the 
specific parish by the tenth of the month. The Gift Aid is then remitted to 
the parish once the PGS office has received the money from HMRC. 

The timing of the Gift Aid payment will accordingly vary each month.  

Here is what the process looks like. based on an example gift of £50 a 
month: 

Managing inflation 

One of the biggest challenges faced by many of our churches is that of 'static giving'. Churches like every organisation and 
household, are affected by inflation, eroding the value of your gifts. The Parish Giving Scheme makes it easy for donors to 

agree, in principle, to increase their donation in line with inflation each year.  

We are recommending that a Church commits to a stewardship initiative when they join the Parish Giving Scheme. 
 
 

For more information and links to help you, go to the Mercia Deanery Website and you find 
‘Parish Giving Scheme’ under ‘Parish Resources’ and then ‘PCC’. 



 

 

Lay Training Needs Survey 

 

 

Diocesan Vocations, Learning & Formation Officers Ellie Ballard and Kat Alldread are seeking the views of church members 

regarding the training that lay people want and need to help them live out their Christian calling and develop ministry.  A 

survey will soon be sent out (online, but paper copies will be available) to all clergy, readers, churchwardens and PCC 

secretaries with the suggestion that PCCs have a discussion about the training needs they identify in their parishes.   

 

Responses will be collated and future training programmes will be designed and targeted based on the needs identified.   

 

Please contact Ellie or Kat with any questions  

(ellie.ballard@derby.anglican.org, kat.alldread@derby.anglican.org, 01332 388687). 
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St Matthew’s is now a little warmer --  
thanks to Tom 

 

 

It is, by far, an understatement to say that the congregation at St Matthew's, Overseal, has had to put on many extra layers 
of clothing for quite a number of years to keep the cold at bay. So much so, that during the winter months services have 
been held in the adjoining Community Centre instead of the church building. 
 
BUT, not any more, and thanks are due to Tom Hartley - a well known Overseal businessman - who heard about our 
concerns for the church following the baptism of his granddaughter.  In conversation with Gill Edwards, Churchwarden, Tom 
said he wanted to help in any way he could and give something back to the village.    Gill told him that we had been hanging 
on by a shoestring for quite a few years and the situation was getting desperate.   He came to talk to the ECC one Sunday 
morning, and from then on it was a "leave it to me" response (Tom's words).   
 
He then sent along his experts  who advised freestanding additional heaters, and alongside this he offered to replace the old 
defunct water-pipe to church so that we didn't have to carry plastic containers of water from the Community Centre down 
what was sometimes a very slippery slope to Church.    He wanted to reach out to all the villagers to explain the worrying 
situation at St Matthew's and suggested holding a special service with gospel singers who he knew, and posting invites 
through every letterbox in Overseal.    
 
So on Mothering Sunday, 11 March, the church 
was vibrant with villagers and the sound of 
gospel singers, ending with delightful 
refreshments put on by Tom.   This was indeed 
something totally different for St Matthew's. 
 
We have been truly overwhelmed by Tom's 
generosity and thank him most sincerely. 

 

 

The STAT’s: 
December : 40 different individuals used the night shelter 
January:   46 different individuals used the night shelter.  
For the 2 months that equals 64 different individuals who have used the night shelter.  
 
These people come from many different backgrounds and facing challenges like 
relationship breakdown and bereavements. 15% are ladies, some of whom are fleeing 
domestic abuse and have been brought to the shelter by the Police with just the night 
clothes they are wearing. 
 
Some only stay for one night and some stay for longer. Here rough sleepers can have 
a hot shower, wash and dry their clothes, use the lounge and have hot drinks and 
food. During these first 2 months we have been able to provide YMCA supported 
accommodated to 12 people sleeping rough who have used the night shelter. Here 
they receive ongoing support to help them to get to a better place emotionally so they 
can get their lives back on track. 
  
Most of the local churches are supporting the night shelter. This is either through church collections from the congregations, 
or through volunteers who support the shelter. We could not operate the night shelter without the support of volunteers. It 
seems that the majority of our volunteers are connected to a local church. We have received no funding at all for any staffing 
costs for the night shelter. We have taken this step in faith that our needs will be met. This is a huge impact on our resources 
over the period that the night shelter is open – around 30k! We did received some funding from Consolidated Charities of 
Burton towards other operating costs and for this we are very thankful.  
 
Please pray for continued support and unity in Burton in these last 2 weeks of the night shelter. For financial assistance for 
the staffing costs. Give thanks for all the volunteers and staff, who all give the extra mile to help others.  

YMCA and our local churches supporting the 
Burton Night Shelter. 



News from Walton on Trent 
 

 

A Pancake Party 

 

Members of St Peter’s and St Laurence, Walton on Trent joined together for a Pancake 

Party on Tuesday 13th Feb to mark the start of Lent. 

 

Everyone enjoyed a feast of savoury and sweet pancakes as well as raising funds for 
the Church Urban Fund’s food poverty campaign.  All across this country there are 
families who struggle to put food on the table; children are going to school hungry and 

parents are skipping meals so that their kids can eat an evening meal. 

 

£91 was raised for the appeal 
as well as 4 large bags of 
groceries donated to South 

Derbyshire CVS  

Foodbank. 

 

 

 

ATC Sunday celebrated at St. Peter’s 

 

St Peter's church was delighted to host the Air Train-
ing Corps Sunday Service this year which was on  

4th February.   

88 cadets and officers from the 1211 Swadlincote 
Squadron paraded from Newlands House to the war 

memorial then onto church.   

Guests also included Wing Commander Phil Giles, 
who is also the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Derbyshire, Wing Sector Commander Alyn Thompson, a representative of the  

British Legion Mr Tony Hignett, leader of the District 
Council Cllr Michael Stanton and chairman of the 
Parish Council Cllr Tony Stone.  The service was 

led by the Squadron Padre Revd Edwina Wallace. 

 

St. Peter’s looks forward to a return visit in Septem-
ber for Battle of Britain Sunday which will also cele-

brate the Centenary of the RAF. 







Mercia Deanery Benefices 

 Foremark and Repton with Newton Solney    Gresley    Melbourne, Ticknal, Smisby and  

Stanton-by-Bridge    Newhall    Seale and Lullington with Linton and Castle Gresley    Stapenhill (including  

Caldwell)   Swadlincote and Hartshorne    Trent and Derwent: Aston-on-Trent, Elvaston,  Weston-onTrent and Shardlow,  

Barrow-upon-Trent with Twyford and swarkestone    Trent United: Walton-on-Trent and Croxall, Stapenhill Immanel.  

Rosliston, Coton-in-the-Elms, Catton    Winshill and Bretby 

Dates for your Diary 
24th April 
Toddler Roadshow                 St Peter’s Church Hall, Hartshorne          11.30am-1.30pm 

 

25th April 
Deanery Chapter                  Heritage Centre, Aston on Trent           12.00pm-2pm 

 

17th May 
Deanery Chapter                  St. John’s Church, Newhall             12.00pm-2pm 

 

23rd May 
Archdeacons Visitation               Pingle School                    7.30pm 

 

13th June 
Deanery Synod                  TBC                         7.30pm-9.30pm 

 

20th June 
Deanery Chapter                  St Mark’s Church, Winshill              12.00pm-2pm 

 

23rd June 
Deanery Prayer Afternoon              TBC     

 

5th July 
Wardens, ‘How to lead an act of worship’     TBC                         7.00pm-8.30pm 

 

10th July  
Deanery Confirmation service with Bishop Jan    Venue TBC                     4.00pm 

 

14th July 
Bishop Alastair’s Farewell service         Derby Cathedral                   3.30pm 

For more information on every aspect of Deanery life look on the  

Mercia Deanery Website 

https://merciadeanery.wordpress.com 

https://merciadeanery.wordpress.com/deanery-synod-pages/

