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Welcome 
Welcome to another edition of the Deanery Newsletter. I’m glad to hear from various people that 

this newsletter is a helpful addition to the life of the Deanery, so thank you for your feedback. 

Do please keep your stories and pictures coming, though! We want to hear about what the differ-

ent churches have been up to and also what events are coming up. As usual, please send those, 

and any request to subscribe or unsubscribe to Debbie: debbie.patrick@derby.anglican.org.uk 

I’m also looking forward to working with Rev Steve Short and Rev Patrick Douglas who are   

joining the deanery. As I write this we’re also getting ready for Steve’s Collation and Induction as 

the  Rector of the Benefice of Melbourne, Smisby, Stanton-by-Bridge and Ticknall. Later in February 

Patrick is going to be licensed as Priest-in-Charge of St John’s Newhall, and Pioneer Minister for 

Swadlincote BMO. That gets explained elsewhere in the newsletter! 

We are holding a Welcome Service for Bishop Jan at 3pm on Sunday 12th February at St Mark’s 

Winshill. Everyone is very welcome to come along to worship together. 

We also have a good programme of training events coming up. I think that a really important 

part of the Deanery is to support the life and worship of our parishes, and one of the ways that 

we are trying to do this is by running training events that will help our ministry and mission. If 

you have any ideas of anything that you would like to see us try and put on, do get in touch 

with Debbie. 

Also coming up in February is the next meeting of Deanery Synod. I’m looking forward to us   

working together to see how we can best support and enhance the mission and ministry of our 

parishes. 

 

Rev Graham Rutter 
Area Dean of Mercia Deanery 

Your Bi-monthly Newsletter 



An Introduction to:  
Revd Patrick and Ruth Douglas 

 We are really looking forward to joining you. This is a little bit about me and my family, once we have arrived we 

look forward to getting to know and work with you. 

I trained for ordination as a Pioneer Minister at St Mellitus in London for Three years. I was then ordained at Derby 

Cathedral in July 2013, and have spent the last 3 and half years as a curate working in Walbrook Epiphany in Derby. 

Prior to and during my training I worked as a local mission developer for St James Church in Southampton, coordinat-

ing the churches cell groups and transitioning some of them to ‘missional communities’. Before that I was a youth 

worker for the same church and volunteered for a local youth project in Southampton. 

I originally trained as a mechanical engineer and spent 16 years working in the quarrying and landfill industries, along 

the south coast. 

I am 54 years old and am originally from Harrogate in North Yorkshire. I am married to Ruth, and we have two grown 

up sons who both live and work in London. 

We enjoy offering hospitality, cooking (they seem to 

go      together!) walking, watching films, growing 

vegetables and have a wide ranging musical taste. 

 

 

Pioneer Minister in Swadlincote 

Rev Patrick Douglas will be licensed on 23rd Feb as Priest-in-Charge of St John’s Newhall and as Pioneer Minister for 

Swadlincote BMO. As Priest-in-Charge, Patrick will of course be responsible for leading and developing the life and wor-

ship of St John's. 

A Pioneer Minister is responsible for developing new congregations and ways of worshipping (Fresh Expressions). A BMO 

is a Bishop’s Mission Order, which gives a Pioneer Minister authority to work in a particular area, including across 

parish boundaries. For Swadlincote BMO this will be the parishes of Newhall, Swadlincote, Hartshorne and Church Gres-

ley. 

Patrick will be seeking to develop the existing work of the local churches with families, young people and children, to 

make disciples and form congregations or a Fresh Expression. This will be a role that works with, supports and builds 

upon the work that the local churches and Christian groups have undertaken. This is an exciting development and this 

joint post is the first of its type in the diocese. It will of course need support from the local churches and the Dean-

ery, so please do include Patrick and his work in your prayers. 

 

 

An Introduction to:  
Revd Steve Short 

I’m married to Rachel and we have two wonderful children, Sophie (6) and Benjamin (almost 3). We arrive in Mel-

bourne after almost 6 very happy years in Barlborough and Clowne in the north west of the county. 

I’ve been ordained almost 10 years now having had the privilege of serving my curacy at Tewkesbury Abbey in 

Gloucestershire. I was ordained about three weeks before the big floods hit Tewkesbury in 2007 and I still maintain 

that these weren’t my fault… 

Prior to ordination, I was a youth worker at both parish and deanery level (Churchdown and Cirencester) again in the 

diocese of Gloucester. Around a theology degree finished in Cheltenham, I greatly enjoyed working for the Mission to 

Seafarers in Southampton for 3 years. A highlight here was being allowed to visit the QE2 as well as having tea with 

the last survivor of the Titanic. 

It was in Southampton that, after meeting members of the UK team, I began the sport of powerlifting. I still try to 

continue this today with my garage being a slightly ‘rough and ready’ gym! 

As a family, we are thrilled to have the opportunity of serving the people of Melbourne, Smisby, Stanton-by-Bridge and 

Ticknall and I look forward to playing my part as we seek to follow where Jesus leads us. 

Dates for your Diary 
12th February Sunday  3pm Bishop Jan’s Welcome service  St Mark, Winshill   

20th February Monday 7.30 Deanery Synod    St George & St Mary’s, Church Gresley 

23rd February Thursday 7.30 Patrick Douglas’s Licensing Service  St John’s, Newhall 


