
Mercia Deanery Benefices 

 Foremark and Repton with Newton Solney    Gresley    Melbourne, Ticknal, Smisby and  

Stanton-by-Bridge    Newhall    Seale and Lullington with Linton and Castle Gresley    Stapenhill (including  

Caldwell)   Swadlincote and Hartshorne    Trent and Derwent: Aston-on-Trent, Elvaston,  Weston-onTrent and Shardlow,  

Barrow-upon-Trent with Twyford and swarkestone    Trent United: Walton-on-Trent and Croxall, Stapenhill Immanel.  

Rosliston, Coton-in-the-Elms, Catton    Winshill and Bretby 

 

Christmas Tree Festival 

Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th December. 

Free entry 

Plus Candle lit Carols Sunday 18th December at 5pm              

All Welcome! 

St Mary’s Church , Weston on Trent 

Training Opportunities 
A course for those who have children aged 5-11 run over six sessions. 
 

Every Tuesday 7.30pm-9.30pm 

From 10th January until 14th February 

Emmanuel Church Hall, Swadlincote 

Course Cost: £12, Booking essential 

Contact: Caroline Carr on 07814270347 
 

For more information on the course go to: www.careforthefamily.org.uk/

courses/parenting-courses-time-out/parenting-course-time-out-for-parents-

self-esteem-behaviour-boundaries 

Please contact Caroline for more information or for flyers to advertise 

Deanery News 
December 2016 

Welcome 

 

 

Deanery  Service of Confirmation 
On 5th October in St Mary’s church, Coton in the Elms hosted the service of confirmation for Melbourne & Repton 

Deanery. Bishop Jan lead a lovely service and friends and family of those who were confirmed were there to pray and 

support them. The Candidates were: 

From St Mary, Coton in the Elms                                                                        
Susannah Clarke, Jenny Eley and Lynda Cooper 

From St. Peters Church, Netherseal                                                              
Robert Brocklesby and Hannah Greenwood 

From St. Peters Church, Hartshorne 
Megan O’Mahony and Caitlin O’Mahony 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Deanery News. 
It is another collection of encouraging stories and interesting up-coming events, so 
thank you to all who have contributed. Do please keep you photos, news and infor-
mation about events coming in. If you don't already subscribe (or want to unsubscribe) 
do please contact: debbie.patrick@derby.anglican.org 
 
During October, Deanery Synod met for a good and encouraging meeting. We began 
with a Communion service, led by myself and Stephen Longden, the Lay Chair, to reflect 
our unity through our worship. 
Amongst other things we discussed what training it would be appropriate to offer at a 
deanery level, so we are currently developing a programme of suitable events for next 
year. 
 
We also decided on our new name, which is Mercia Deanery. As many of you will know, 
Mercia was an Anglo-Saxon kingdom which extended over much of the Midlands. How-
ever, the first few bishops of Mercia were based in Repton and it was from this area that 
Christianity was spread throughout the whole kingdom. Our new name is therefore a 
challenge and inspiration for us to emulate what those first Mercian Christians did. 
 
Can I take this opportunity to send you my best for Advent and Christmas. 
 

Rev Graham Rutter                                                                                                                                    

Area Dean of Mercia.  

mailto:debbie.patrick@derby.anglican.org


 

 

All Saints, Aston on Trent 

Christ Church, Linton 

Around 70 people came together at all Saints Aston on Trent to celebrate 

their Patronal Festival with Bishop Tim Ellis. It was a lovely occasion for our 

Benefice of seven churches, almost all of whom  were represented!  

Pictured are Revd Tony Luke Rector, Rt Revd Tim Ellis Assistant Bishop Diocese 

of Derby, Revd Paul Hygate Associate Priest 

We held our Harvest weekend on October 15th &16th and it was very 

successful. The church was open on Saturday for the sale of home-made 

cakes and preserves. Among other goodies on offer there was also a tom-

bola, a book stall and a bric a brac stall and also a craft stall. The items 

for this were provided by Linton W.I and proved to be a welcome addi-

tion. To sustain the visitors, bacon rolls were served and also cream teas. 

In the evening we had a visit from the Gresley Male Voice Choir, always a 

treat, and on Sunday, and most importantly, our Harvest Thanksgiving 

Service where both the junior & senior choirs took part. 

Future plans include a  carol service by candlelight to mark Advent Sun-

day and our annual Carol Service which will be held on December the 

18th at 6pm. 

 

 

St Peters Church, Hartshorne 
In Conjunction with Swadlincote and District Churches  

Together…. 

 

Thursday 8th December 

7.30pm-9.30pm 

Hill Street Baptist Church, Hill Street, 

Swadlincote. 

Tickets £4 per adult £2 per child 
 

A fabulous evening of entertainment  
 

For more information on Steve Legg go to his website 

http://www.stevelegg.com/ 

 

Tickets can be purchased from Matt on 

 

 

Highfields is no ordinary farm, and the Happy Hens do a 
more important job than lay eggs. 
 
The work started in 1984 caring for homeless youngsters and 
they needed something for them to do so Highfields Happy 
Hens was hatched. 
 
Angry hands became gentle hands collecting eggs, their visi-
tors learnt to count, read, write, handle money and customers. 
In short they learned to respect themselves and became able 
to become positive members of society. 
In 2001 the project began to be used by the Youth Offending 
Service and the Local Education Authority for youngsters who 
had been excluded from school or in danger of being exclud-
ed. 
 
The project is now used for all types of young people who are 
struggling at school – it has an awesome reputation for keep-
ing young people out of trouble and getting them back to 
school. 
 
Their fame is such that Roger has been asked to speak at 
several meetings including Westminster and he has been 
involved with starting the National Care Farming Initiate 

www.ncfi.org.uk. 

 

 


