
Mercia Deanery Benefices 

 Foremark and Repton with Newton Solney    Gresley    Melbourne, Ticknal, Smisby and  

Stanton-by-Bridge    Newhall    Seale and Lullington with Linton and Castle Gresley    Stapenhill (including  

Caldwell)   Swadlincote and Hartshorne    Trent and Derwent: Aston-on-Trent, Elvaston,  Weston-onTrent and Shardlow,  

Barrow-upon-Trent with Twyford and swarkestone    Trent United: Walton-on-Trent and Croxall, Stapenhill Immanel.  

Rosliston, Coton-in-the-Elms, Catton    Winshill and Bretby 

 

 

St Wyston, Repton 

Dates for your Diary 
15th May   Monday  Archdeacon’s Visitation    Melbourne Church 7.30pm 

25th May—3rd June Week of prayer Thy Kingdom Come     Details of events to follow 

3rd June   Saturday afternoon Thy Kingdom Come Service with Bishop Jan  Details to follow  

Art, involvement and sharing our faith 
Always keen to engaged with the arts in whatever form, and to use that as a means to linking in with groups in the communi-
ty, we have at St Wystan’s in Repton a work of art on display in the Lych Gate. Lining the walls and roof it was produced by 
pupils in the Art Department of Repton School as part of their initiative to mark Holocaust Memorial Day. There is a leaflet to 
hand explaining the symbolism if you care to stop when passing by. 
If you have more time and want to visit, [don’t forget we have a 1300 year old Anglo-Saxon Crypt well worth a visit with the 
family], during Holy Week and the school holiday we will also have a set of Stations of the Cross in church. These are being 
created by an after school art club at the William Allitt school in Swadlincote with whom we have made a link. I have no idea 
how they will depict that final journey of Jesus but we are really looking forward to what the youngsters have produced. 
There is also a large depiction of the father welcoming home the prodigal son, made by our Messy Church, which is striking 
and thought provoking. If you care to travel an extra mile you can visit Newton Solney Church where there is a wonderful 
banner given to the school by the Church Infant School next door. Partly made by each pupil in the school it is a work of art 
in itself. 
The wonderful thing is that sometimes enabling such participation not only benefits the 
youngsters and us but creates opportunities to share our faith. For instance I visited the 
art group at the William Allitt and explained Stations of the Cross, the story, their use and 
the effect they can have on people sharing that journey with Jesus. 
Using art is such a simple thing to do with your church building but it can be a  very bene-
ficial thing all round. 

  

Rev Martin Flowerdew 

Deanery News 
April 2017 

Welcome 

 

It is very encouraging to see some of the many things that are happening across the Deanery, which you can read about in 

the rest of this newsletter. Do please keep the stories, photos and news about events coming. 

At our latest Deanery Synod meeting we identified four main priorities for us as a Deanery to focus on. These are things that 
we as a Deanery can do to enhance and resource the mission and ministry of our parishes. These are: 1. Times and opportu-
nities to pray/retreats 2. Working with the elderly 3. Sharing ideas between parishes 4. Working with young people We will be 
working on these four areas at upcoming Synod meetings, but if you have things to offer, or would be interested in getting 

involved, then do please get in touch. 

On our priority of Times and opportunities to pray, the Archbishops are encouraging us all to get involved in the Thy Kingdom 

Come prayer initiative between 25th May and 4th June. Do please look at the website: https://www.thykingdomcome.global/ 

As part of this, Bishop Jan will be coming for a Deanery event on afternoon of Saturday 3rd June. More details will follow, but 
do please get the date in your diary! For Working with the elderly and Sharing ideas between parishes there are opportunities 
coming up that help with these. The adverts are later in this newsletter. This Newsletter is another way that we can share 
ideas, and we are currently developing a Deanery website to help further with this. So, do please send us your stories, and 

subscribe to this Newsletter if you haven’t already by emailing Debbie: debbie.patrick@derby.anglican.org 

In other news, I’d like to thanks Rev Michael Yates, who has now retired from the Seales benefice, for all his hard work over 
the years. I’d also like to thank all the Synod reps who have contributed over the last three years. This is an exciting time to 
be on Synod, with many opportunities to make a positive difference to our parishes and Deanery. If your APM hasn’t taken 

place yet, do please consider standing. 

All the best for Easter, 

 

Rev Graham Rutter 
Area Dean of Mercia Deanery 

Your Bi-monthly Newsletter 

At our last meeting of Deanery Synod we were also able to agree on a logo for     
Mercia Deanery. We will use this on posters, the newsletter, fliers, service books and 
so on as a way of showing those things that we are doing together. The logo is based 
on a distinctive style of cross used in Anglo-Saxon times, whilst also showing our 

identity as part of Derby Diocese in the Church of England. 

Deanery Logo 



 

 

Mercia Deanery Service of welcome for the 
Bishop of Repton 

Held in St. Mark’s Church, Winshill. 

Representatives of the Deanery synod were joined by members of the congregations of the Deanery churches to welcome 
the new Bishop of Repton to our area. The Venerable Jan McFarlane was born in Stoke on Trent so in our southern corner 

of the diocese we were delighted to meet a fellow Staffordian. 

In her address she told us of her journey through faith to our diocese. At Sheffield University while training as a speech and 
language therapist she was invited to attend church by a friend. Eventually this led to ordination after training for the priest-

hood at Cranmer Hall, Durham. 

From 1993 Bishop Jan served in many capacities rising to Archdeacon of Norwich and a member of the General synod. We 
learned that she is particularly interested in media and communications, hoping to use this experience in her new role here. 
Jan is married to Andrew Ridout, a television cameraman. However his main role for the afternoon seemed to be to look out 

for their lovely, happy dog Edith, a Miniature Schnauzer. 

Bishop Jan and Area Dean Rev. Graham Ratter then made up a double act in a question and an-
swer session, light hearted, amusing and insightful. During the act of worship there were five 

“cracking” hymns, thanks to Re v. Philip Basher for choosing such favourites. 

The parishioners of St. Mark’s provided tea, coffee and delicious cakes in a convivial end to the 

afternoon. Bishop Jan was kept busy talking to those present; we patted Edith, the dog, learned 

that Jan and Andrew enjoyed walking and would be out and about in the Derbyshire countryside. 

Our new Suffragan Bishop has contributed to several books and is ready to share her faith and 

commitment with everyone in the Diocese. Perhaps we will catch her broadcasting on Radio Derby 

very soon! 

 

 

In Mercia Deanery, there are currently 7 Messy Churches registered with the national      
organisation, of which 5 are in Anglican churches. Ruth Attwood from St. Wystan’s,   Repton 
has just taken over as voluntary Regional Co-ordinator for Derby and South Derbyshire, so 
do get in touch with her if you currently organise a Messy Church and would like support in 
any way. If you are interested in starting a Messy Church she can explain the ‘core values’ and help you with resources and 

ideas. If you’d like a ‘Messy Meet Up’ to share ideas and encourage each other we can arrange for that during this year. 

We also have a long-established team which takes weekly ‘Open the Book’ Bible story assemblies 
into two schools in Repton. We’d be very happy to talk with you or visit your church to pass on 
ideas and even to share props if you would like to start this in any local primary schools. So few 
children (as well as adults) these days have any Bible teaching and this is a great way to help 

children get some understanding of the Bible and how it is relevant today. 

Ministry to Children 

Deanery Training 



 Leading intercessions is one of the roles in worship that can be done by someone who has no qualifications other than being a 

‘I’ll give it a go’ person! 

Sadly many have been asked, have said ‘Yes’ and have then been thrown in the deep end! At the other end of the scale some 

have said, “No”, simply because they didn’t realise it is actually quite a simple thing to do. Indeed intercessions are at their best 

when they are simple and straightforward. 

I am offering a couple of evenings training in my Benefice to anyone who is thinking about leading intercessions or who is al-

ready leading them but would like the chance to review what they do. Recognising this is something that I can offer ‘to the 

Deanery’ I am extending the invitation to you all. Even if you only want to come along to see what might be involved then do 

join us. Please speak to your Vicar before contacting me to express an interest. 

The details on the flyer below. 

The Rev’d Martin Flowerdew 

 thevicarofrepton@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                   

01283 619686 

Intercessions 

St George & St Mary, Church Gresley 

 

 

A bit of a Drama at Gresley Church! 

Those who walked past our church on Sunday morning at around 11 o’clock may have wondered what the blood curdling 
cries were coming from it! But never fear – it was just Gideon and his army of 300 confusing the Midianite army of the con-

gregation. 

Drama and storytelling is integral in the gospels. It is no accident that Jesus used storytelling as a main method of passing 
on his teaching, as he knew that people remember stories far more than they remember dry preaching. Gresley church has a 
long history in using drama and storytelling, puppets and even musicals to highlight vital gospel messages that ae easily 
accessible by those who know little of the bible teaching. We also enjoy encouraging children of all ages to join in and devel-
op their own personalities and confidence while learning for themselves the words of the bible and acts of God. These expe-

riences will remain in the children’s memories for far longer than any sermon or Sunday lesson. 

Since the pews have come out, we have enjoyed greater flexibility in how we organise the church; and last week we tried a 
new idea – to have ‘church in the round’ in order to involve everyone in the retelling of the story of Gideon – God’s faith in 
our doubt. While we rehearsed two actors – Becca Stretton and 9 year old Dominic Whiten as the Angel and Gideon; we 
involved all the children in dressing them up and using them variously as the Israelite army. The rest of the congregation 
were not allowed to spectate but became the Midianites at various points – so that altogether everyone was involved in the 
story in some way. In between sections of the story of Gideon’s journey from doubt to trust we had reflective questions and a 
meditation while the children made the props for the last battle – where God showed his goodness in protecting all the Israel-

ite lives without a single blow being given by Gideon’s army. 

Church is about promoting God’s message to others and en-
hancing our understanding and relationship with God. Nowhere 

does it say it has to be boring!! 

Deanery Licensing Services  

Revd Patrick Douglas 

Revd Steve Short 

mailto:thevicarofrepton@gmail.com


 

 

An Introduction to:  Fr. Neil Roberts 

 

Greetings and hello from Repton School. 
Helen, the boys, cats and I moved here in August and I started as Chaplain of Repton School about a week later. Before 
ordination I worked at Loughborough Grammar School and then as Head of Religion and Philosophy at Reigate Grammar 
School, Surrey. I stayed for a decade where I was also Acting Chaplain for a spell, got married and started a family! We now 

have two boys and a third due in June. 

After ordination and two more degrees in Theology(!) I served in a parish in Southwark diocese, and then as Vicar of Steyn-
ing in Chichester diocese, where I was also Boarders’ Chaplain to a large state boarding school, taught Canon Law for IME 

and was Bishop’s Surrogate, sat on Diocesan Synod and the Board of Education. 

The truth is we had no real intention to move from Steyning – it was a happy, beautiful place. However, after some initial 
conversations with Alastair Land, the new Head Master of Repton, it was clear to me that God was calling us up and away. 
We held tight and God was good to His word! I am blessed to have a Head Master as a colleague who is a supportive, inspir-

ing and Christian man. 

During term time this is a seven day a week job within a thriving boarding school. With chapel three times a week, A level, 
GCSE and Year 9 teaching, and even the few day pupils not going home until 9pm, it really is a full on experience. Whilst I 
miss the flexibility of parish ministry greatly, the routine of lessons and meetings is quite simply a real gift to mission. It also 
speaks to my Benedictine heart: I am an Oblate of the Order of Saint Benedict. It is a real honour to be able to give young 

people the chance to question, explore and embrace matters of substance. 

Do not accept that the young people of today are not interested in 
religion or matters spiritual – it is not true! BUT they are not inter-
ested in a church that is dogmatic, close-minded nor seen as irrele-
vant for those reasons. What I have found is a post-church com-
munity of children and colleagues who are required to attend chap-
el, but do not look through the lens of denomination nor church-
manship - for their weekly worship they rather enjoy the blend of 
Anglo-Catholic mystery and Methodist preaching styles. We will 
present 35 students this year for confirmation and they turn up 

eager to learn and question – eager to seek truth. 

So, I think quite simply I have one of the best jobs in the CofE! I 
bless God for the chance to combine my two vocations as teacher 
and priest, but also take the time to be a Daddy and husband in the 
school holidays. I look forward to working with you and welcome 
any opportunity to show you around my wonderfully unique and 
beautiful school. 
 
With my prayers for you and those you love in your partnership in 
the Gospel. 
  

Fr Neil 

 

 

It is an excellent opportunity for us to get together before Lent, to enjoy food and company.  We have had a ‘Potato & Pan-
cake Lunch’ for a number of years now, and it is a popular occasion.  Not only does it allow us to have a good chat, but we 
also raise a little money for charity. 
This year we extended the idea and Messy Church held a Pancake Party in the evening in the church. Our usual Messy 
Church offers sandwiches and cakes for Sunday tea but here was an opportunity to invite families together for a cooked meal. 
We had a Pancake Day/Lent quiz around the building followed by shepherd's pie and pancakes with a wide variety of top-
pings available. We raised money for the Church Urban Fund and Christian Aid. Everyone seemed to enjoy it and it's certainly 
something we'd think of repeating. 
  
Thanks, and best wishes, 
Ruth Attwood 

Shrove Tuesday in Repton 

Deanery Training 


